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Making Comparisons Among 
Counties and within Communities



Community 
Health 
Assessment 
Resource 
Tool Set

Compare…
◦ A county with other counties

◦ A county with the state

◦ Trends among different races

◦ Rates for race or ethnicity to each other

◦ Trend over time for an indicator

◦ Census tract for 2 time periods

Obtain data for a group of counties

Use FLHealthCHARTS query systems

Use Community Map and Social & Economic 
Factors

Census Tracts versus ZIP Codes

Use Feedback – Ask a Question

Webinar 
Topics



Community 
Health 
Assessment 
Resource 
Tool Set

VISION: 

Community-focused 

Health statistics 

Available to everyone
which are 

Relevant, 

Timely and

Statistically sound.



▪Measures = important health indicators
▪Quartiles = compare this county to other counties
▪ County data = actual number or rate
▪ State data = allows comparing the county to the state

Profile Reports
Four components describe the county’s health status:

Measures, Quartiles, County Data, State Data

Florida Department of Health

1. Measures 2. Quartiles
4. State 
Data

3. County 
Data

Print or export to 
Excel



CHARTS’ Quartiles

1st quartile
Most favorable

2nd quartile

3rd quartile

4th quartile
Least favorable

▪A number from 1-4  
▪1 is most favorable

▪4 is least favorable

▪Calculated by ordering rates 
from most to least favorable and 
dividing the list into four groups. 

Benefits

▪For a single indicator, compare 
county quartile to other 
counties’.

▪Across several indicators, assess 
strengths (1st quartile) and 
opportunities (4th quartile).

Weakness

▪Quartiles don’t differentiate 
whether most counties have 
similar or widely different rates.

Quartiles - a comparison of fourths



Quartiles show 
strengths and 
opportunities

• Low quartile numbers 
represent favorable health 
situations – green on a report 
or light colored on the map.

• High quartile numbers 
Represent less favorable 
situations – red on a report or 
dark colored on the map. 

• What if no quartile is shown? 
• not enough data is available to 

calculate them

◦ OR

• quartile calculation is not appropriate 
(i.e. population counts). 

Quartile 1 = favorable compared to other 
counties in Florida

Lightest color on the map = favorable 
compared to other counties in Florida

Examples



Customize 
your view of 
an indicator
Options vary by of 
indicator. Here are 
some features:

1. Change indicators

2. Change the measure 
type (single, multi-year)

3. Select specific ages

4. Get a 10-year report

5. Select a county

6. Select a race/ethnicity 
group

7. Find out more about 
the indicator

8. Sort the columns

9. See the Measure of 
Variability Graph
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Top selections 
control the 
whole page

• Indicator

• Year

• Measure type



• 10-year report

• Help document

• More indicators

• Indicator info

• Return to CHARTS 
homepage

Helpful links 
give more info



These 
selections 
effect the 
entire left side

•County

•Grouping = 
race/ethnicity options 

•Display counts and 
rates, counts only, or 
rates only



Trend Data

Save, print or print 
preview the graph

Show or hide a trend line 
by checking the boxes 
below the graph

Export data to excel

Print or print preview the 
data table

Rates followed by * 
indicate the county rate is 
statistically different from 
the state’s



Control the 
right side view 
with more 
display options

•Groupings show 
race/ethnicity options

•Year



Data Table 
Features

1 Export, print or 
print preview the data 
table

2 The MOV graph 
displays the state rate 
compared to county 
rates with a measure 
of variability

3 Sort by – sort 
ascending, descending 
or alphabetically by 
county
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Is a County’s 
Rate 
Different 
than the 
State’s?

If it is statistically 
different, it is marked 
with *

Click to see a graph of 
the variation

Measure of Variability is 
called MOV in CHARTS



Graphs illustrate 
variation from 
the state rate

State rates are represented 
by a flat, blue line.

County rates are 
represented by dots, and 
the MOV is represented by 
the end bars.

MOV = Measure of Variability



Importance 
of MOV

• Without the MOV it is 
harder to determine 
whether a difference from 
the state rate is valid. 

• For example, in this 
example, Bradford County’s 
rate might seem much 
higher than the statewide 
rate.

• However, the MOV range 
indicates that random 
chance could have caused 
the rate to be higher than 
the state rate. Because the 
MOV range includes the 
state rate, we know it is not 
significantly higher. 

Significance is tested at the 95% 
confidence level.



Rate Ratio -
Comparing 
Races

Minority Health 
Profiles

Black/White Rate 
Ratio

Hispanic/Non-
Hispanic Rate Ratio

American Indian/ 
Florida Rate Ratio

17

Rate Ratio



FLHEALTHCHARTS.COM DATA ANALYSIS & APPLICATION OCTOBER-
NOVEMBER 2017
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▪ Indicators = important health measures
▪ County Quartile = compare this county to other counties
▪ County Data = actual number or rate
▪ State Data = allows comparing the county to the state
▪ County Trend = compare the county’s trend for the last 5 data years

Profile Reports – County Health Status Summary  
Five components describe the county’s health status:

Indicators, County Quartile, County Data, State Data, County Trend

Florida Department of Health



The trend 
shows  county 
status

Calculation of the trend is 
based on single-year  rates 
or percent occurring in the 
last 5 data years

Better = Trend is getting 
better and the improvement 
is statistically significant 

Worse = Trend is getting 
worse and the change is 
statistically significant 

No Trend = Trend is not 
statistically significant Statistical testing has been applied making it possible to state 

whether a change is statistically significant. For the data years 
shown in the graph and table, this county’s trend is significantly 
better at the 95% confidence level.
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10-Year 
Report

Provides data for 
10 years for an 
indicator

FLHEALTHCHARTS.COM DATA ANALYSIS & APPLICATION OCTOBER-
NOVEMBER 2017

20



Query 
Systems
Build your own reports

Query Systems

• Birth

• Death

• Fetal death

• Infant death

• Marriage

• Divorces

• Population

• Reportable Disease

Choose counts or rates
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Query Systems
All have similar functions

1. Feedback, Data 
Dictionary, Help

2. Quick standard reports

3. Selections you can use 
to change the reports

4. Your current report

1
2

3

4

FLHEALTHCHARTS.COM DATA ANALYSIS & APPLICATION OCTOBER-NOVEMBER 2017 22



Query Systems
Feedback, Data Dictionary, Help

1. Feedback: report a 
problem or make 
suggestions

2. Data dictionary: see a 
list and definitions for the 
data fields included in the 
query system

3. Help: Get a more 
detailed help document
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Query Systems
Standard Reports

With one click, get the 
report you select.  

Standard reports answer 
frequently asked data 
questions.

They make good starting 
points for creating your 
own custom report.
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Query Systems
You can make your own 
report

Change the contents of 
the rows or columns.

Filter for selected 
conditions

View results here

FLHEALTHCHARTS.COM DATA ANALYSIS & APPLICATION OCTOBER-NOVEMBER 2017
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How to Change 
the Year

This example uses the first 
standard report. 

Click on the unchecked box at 
the top to unselect all.

If we select the year 2015, then 
we will only see the data for 
2015.

Select different years or multiple 
years by checking the boxes.
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How to Change 
the County
In this example, we will select 
Miami-Dade County.

Click on the unchecked box at the 
top to unselect all.

Select the county or counties you 
want by checking the boxes.

Now the report shows 
only Miami-Dade 
County
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How to Use the 
Filter

Select the age group 15-19 by 
opening the Mother’s Age filter.

Click the unchecked box at the top 
to unselect all.

Click the + to view more ages

Select the ages you want by 
checking the boxes

Now the report shows 
only ages 15-19
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Customize the 
Report

Make the selections you want by 
changing rows, columns or filters. 

Limits to the number of fields in 
each area are stated on the screen.

In this example:

ROW: County=Broward, Miami-Dade

COLUMN: Year of Birth=2015, 
Mother’s Education Level (all)

FILTERS: Mother’s Age selections are 
made for age 20 - 44

OR
Drag and drop between 
rows, columns or filters, 
observing the limits 
stated

Modify selections here 
using dropdown options
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Just one click 
to Interactive 
Community 
Map!

▪Data available at 
the census tract, ZIP 
code, and county 
levels

▪Focused on birth 
and death data

Get Community Map here!

FLHEALTHCHARTS.COM DATA ANALYSIS & APPLICATION OCTOBER-
NOVEMBER 2017
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Selection Criteria
Four selection categories to get information you need:

Measures, Type of Measure, Year Range, County

1. Measures 2. Type of Measure

3. Year Range 4. County

▪ Measures = important health indicators
▪ Type of Measure = display counts or percents/rates for indicators
▪ Year Range = five-year ranges
▪ County = to view census tract and ZIP codes for county
▪ Submit = click to activate changes

5. Submit
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Census Tract 
Map

Here are some 
features:

1. Quartiles compare 
census tracts within 
county of interest

2. Click census tract to 
open new window 
displaying more 
information about 
selection

3. Click “Show 
Underlying Map” 
checkbox to see 
census tract 
boundaries

4. Zoom feature

5. Export to PDF to 
print or save map

1

2

3

4

5
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Census Tract 
Demographic Info

1. Count or 
percent/rate for 
indicator displayed 
for census tract 
selected

2. List of demographic 
measures

3. Census tract data –
counts and 
rates/percents – is 
given for each 
measure

4. County data for 
comparison

5. State data for 
comparison

6. Option to export to 
PDF or Excel

1

2

3 4 5

6
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Census Tract 
Statistical 
Comparison 
Over Time

Graph shows counts for  
five-year time periods being 
compared

Results of statistical testing 
are stated below the graph
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ZIP Code Map

Here are some 
features:

1. Quartiles compare 
ZIP codes within 
county of interest

2. Click ZIP code to 
open a popup 
displaying more 
information about 
selection

3. Click “Show 
Underlying Map” 
checkbox to see 
underlying roads 
and waterways

4. Zoom feature

5. Export to PDF to 
print or save map

1

2

3

4

5
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Florida Map

Here are some 
features:

1. Quartiles compare 
counties within the 
State of Florida

2. Click county to 
open a popup 
displaying more 
information about 
selection

3. Zoom feature

4. Export to PDF to 
print or save map

1

2

3

4
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County 
Demographics

Here are some 
features:

1. County population 
by age

2. County population 
by race/ethnicity

3. County population 
trend

4. County population 
under poverty level

1

2

3

4
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Community 
Social & 
Economic 
Factors

Data Items by 
Census Tract 
from US 
Census

Comparisons 
between State, 
County, and 
Census Tracts
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Feedback

Send questions 
or comments

Look for the Feedback link in the banner at the top of 
CHARTS home page


